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SECURITY
27 November 1953

CLASSIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS

SAFEGUARDING OFFICIAL INFORMATION IN THE INTERESTS OF THE
DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES

1. The President on 5 November 1953 signed Executive Order No. 10501
with title as given above. This Executive Order becomes effective 15 Decem-

ber 1953.

2. CIA Regulations are currently being rewritten to incorporate ss
necessary the provisions of this Executive Order. In the interim, however,
it is considered desirable that all employees become familiar with this
Executive Order and that guidance be given concerning those provisions not
covered in existing Agency Regulations.

3. The following advice end instructions are given for CIA imple-
mentetion on 15 December of those provisions of the Executive QOrder not
currently in CIA Regulations:

a. The words "Security Information” which previously followed
a security clsssification will no longer be used. Rubber stamps
presently in use which show a security classificetion and the words
"Security Information™ can be changed by removal of the latter words
with a sherp knife or razor blede.

b. Forms already printed and bearing the words "Security Infor-
mation” will not be released outside of CIA. Either these printed
forms will be overprinted to strike out the words "Security Informstion”,
or if this is not practicsble, the words will be deleted by drawing
a pen line through them. Present stocks of forms will only be over-
printed, or destroyed and reprinted, upon the recommendation or with
the concurrence of the Printing Advisory Staff, General Services Office.

¢. The security classification of RESTRICTED is.sbolished.
Meterial which 1s presently clessified RESTRICTED "Security Informa-
tion" need not be reviewed at this time for the purpose of downgrading
or upgrading except when such material is to be transmitted outside
of the Agency.

d. The langusge of definitions of TOP SECRET, SECRET, and CONFI-
DENTIAL in the Executive Order differs in some respects from that used
in current CIA Regulations. However, in substantive intent, the defini-
tions are not dissimilar.
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©. There wlll be established in the Office of the Assistant
Director for Collection and Dissemination the position of CIA Classi-
fication Control Officer who will provide general guldance to Office,
Division and Staff Chiefs in carrying out the requirements of Executive
Order 1050l. Each Chief of Office under the Deputy Director (Intelli-
gence) and the Deputy Director (Administration), each Chief of Area
Division and Senior Staff under the Deputy Director (Plans), and the
Director of Training and the Assistant Director for Communications will:

(1) Designate sufficient persons by name or position as
having authority to classify original documents to insure the
orderly and expeditious transaction of business.

(2) Designate persons to be responsible for the continuing
review of classified material for the purpose of declassifying
or downgrading.

(3) Designate Assistant Classification Control Officers
who in consultation with the CIA Classification Control Officer
wlll assist responsible component heads in the continuing review
of the implementation of this Order.

f. The Director of Security will assist the CIA Classification
Control Officer with advice and guidance and in the conduct of training
and orientation programs. The Director of Security, together with the
CIA Classification Control Officer, will establish an active inspection
program to insure that the provisions of this Executive Order are being
carried out.

g. The use of an automatic downgrading paragraph or statement
will be used in correspondence and on documents whenmever practicable;
e.g., after a specified event or dats, or upon removal of classified
enclosures, the material will be downgraded or declassified. For

example:

(1) Regraded UNCLASSIFIED (or appropriate classification)
when separated from classified enclosure.

(2) After 30 June (or appropriate date), this mem-

orandum is downgraded to .
(3) When subject project bscomes operational, these planning
papers are downgraded to .
SE
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h. The present accountability system of logs, courier receipts,
and intra-office routing sheets used in the transmission of TOP SECRET,
SECRET and CONFIDENTIAL documents within CIA is considered to offer an
equivalent degree of security to that required by the Executive Order
for transmission outside an agency.

i. TOP SECRET, SECRGET, CONFIDENTIAL and Registered documents
of all classifications will continue to be stored in safes, safe files,
or vaults, RESTRICTED documents not registered, until such time as
they may be declassified, will be stored in metal file cabinets with
key locks or in safes.

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE:

L. K. WHITE
Acting Deputy Director
(Administration)

Encl.
Copy EO 10501

DISTRIBUTION: AB
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EXECUTIVE ORDER
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SAFRGUARDING OFFIGIAL INFORMATION IN THE
INTERESTS OF THE
DEFENSE OF UNITED STAYES

4

WHEREAS 1t 1s essentlal that the citizens of the United States be
informed concerning the activities of their government and

WHEREAS the interests of national defense require the preservation
of the ability of the United States to protect and &efend itself against
all hostile or deatructive aotion by covert or overt means, inoluding
egplonege as well as military action; and

WHEREAS it is essential that certain official information affecting
the national defense be protected uniformly agseilnst unauthorized
disclogure:

ROW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and statutes, and as President..of the United States, and
deeming such action necessary in the best interests of the national
gseourity, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Bection 1. (Classification Categoriess Officlal information which
requires protection In the interests of pational defense shall be limited
to three categories of classification, which in descending order of
lmportance shall carry one of the following designations: Top Secoret,
Secret, or Confidential. No other designation shall be used to classify
defense information, including military information, as requiring
protection in the interests of national defense, except as expressly
provided by statute. These categories are defined as follows:

(a) Top Secret: Except as may be expressly provided by
statute, the use of the classificsation Top Secret shall be
authorized, by appropriate authority, enly for defense information
or material which requires the highest degree of protection. The
Top Seoret classification shall be applied only te that information
or material the defense aspeot of which ie paramount,and the
unauthorized disclosure of whish could result in exceptionally
grave damage to the Nation such as leading tc a definite break in
diplomatic relations affecting,the defense of the United States,
an armed attack against the Unlted States or its allies, a war,
or the compromise of miiitary or defense plans, or intelligence
operaticns, or sclentific or technological developments vital to
the national defense.

{b) Beoret: Except as may be expressly provided by statute,
the use of the classification Ssoret shall be authorized, by
/

: more o
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appropriate authority, only for dsfense information or material
the unauthorized disclosure of whiuh conld vesult in serious
damage to the Ration, such as by jeopardizing the international
relations of the Unitsd Siates, sndangering the effectivensss of
a program or policy of vital importeros to the national defense,
or compromising important military or lefense plans, scientific
or techmological developments important to palional defense, or
ipformation revealing important intelligence operavions.

(¢} Confidential: Except as may be expressly provided by
statute, the use of the classification Confidential shall be
anthorized, by eppropriate authority, only for defense informatlon
or material the unauthorized disclosure of which could be
prejudicial to the defenss interests of the nation.

Sestion 2. Limitatiom of Authority %o Classify: The authority
to claseify defense information or material under this order shall be
limited in the departments and agencies of the executive branch as
hereinafter specified. Departments and agencles subject Lo the
specifisd limitations shall be designated by the President:

(a) In those departments and agencies having no dirsct
responsibility for pational defense there shall be no authority
for original classification of information or material under
this order.

(b) In those departments and agencies having partial bub
not primary responsibility for matters pertaining to national
defense the authority for original ¢lassification of information
or material under this order shall be exercised omnly by the head

of the department or agemcy, without dslagation.

(¢) In those departments apd agencies pot affscted by the
provisions of subsections (a) and (b), above, the authority for
original classification o? information or material under this
ordsr shall be exercised only by responsible officers or
employees, who ghall be spscifically designated for this purpose.
Heads of such departments and agencies shall 1limit the delegation
of authority to classify as severely as is consistent with the
orderly and expeditious transaction of Government business.

Section 3., Classification: Persong desigoated to have authority
for original classification of information or material which requires
protestion in the interesta of national defense under this order ahali
be held respomsible for ite proper clasgification im accordance with

more
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the definitions of the three categories in section 1; hersof. Unnecessary
claggification and over-classification shall be scrupulously avoided.

The following special rtiles shall be observed in classification of

defense information or material:

(a) Documents im Genera1° Documents shall be classified
according to their own content and not necessarily according to
their reslatiopship to other documenta. Refsrences to classified
material which do not reveal classified defenase information shall
not be clageified,

(b) Physically Connected Documsnts: The classification of
a file or group of physically connscted documents shall be at
least as high as that of the most highly classified document
therein., Documents separated from the file or group shall be
hepdled in accordance with their individual defense classification.

(s) Hultigle Classification: A document, product, or
substance shall bear a classification at least as high as that
of ite highest classifisd components. The document , product, or
substance shall bear only one over-all classification,
notwithstanding that pagss, paragraphs, sections, or components
thereof bear different olassificatiomso

(d) Trapsmittal Letters: A letter transmitiing defense
inTormation shall be classified at least as high as its highest
clasgifisd enclosurs.

(s) Information Originated by a Foreign Government or
Organizations Defense information of a classified nature
furnished %o the United States by a foreign government or
international organization shall be assigned a classification
which will assure a degree of protection equivalent to or
greator than that requirsd by the government or international
organization which furnished the information.

P

- Section 4. Declassification, Downgrading, or Upgrading: Heads of
fdepartmonts or agsncies originating classified material shall designate
‘persons to be responsible for continuing review of such classified
material for the purpose of declassifying or ﬂovngrading it whenever
pnational defsnse copsiderations permit, and for receiving requests for
such review from all sources., Formal procedures shall be established to
provide spscific means for prompt review of classified material and its
declassification or downgrading in order to preserve the effactiveness
and integrity of the classificatiopn system and to elimipate accumulation
of oclassified material which mo longer requirss protection in the
defense intersst. The followimng special rules shall be observed with

Bore
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respect to changss of classification of defenses material:

(8) Automatic Changss: To the fullsst extent prasticable,
the classifying authority shall indicate on the material (except
tolegrams) at the time of original classification that after a
speoified event or date, or upon rasmoval of ¢lassifisd enclosures,
the material will be downgraded or declassified.

, {(b) No-Autouatic Changes: The persons designated to receive
rsquests for revisw of classified material way downgrade or
declassifly such material when circumstances no longer warrant its
retention in its original classification provided the consent of -
the appropriate classifying authority has been obtained. The
downgrading or declassification of extracts from or paraphrases

of classified documents shall also reduire ths consent of the
appropriate classifying authority unless the agency making such
-axtracts knows positively that they warrant a classification

lover than that of the document from which extracted, or that they
ars not classified.

{c) Material Officially Traneferred° In the case of material
transferred by or pursuant to statute or Executive crder from one
department or agency to another for the latter's use and as part
of its official files or property, «s distinguished from transfers
merely for purposes of storags, ths rsceiving deparimant or agency
shall be desemed to be the classifying apbbority for all purposes
under this order, inoluding declassification and downgradimg.

(d) Material Not Officialli Transferred: When any department
or agency has in its possession any classified material which has
becoms five years old, and it appears (1) that such material
originated in an agency which has since bscoms defunct and whose
files apd other properiy have not been officially trapsferred to
apother department or agemsy within the meanimg of subsection {¢),
above, or (2) that it is impossible for the possessing department
or agency to identify the originating agency, and (3) a review of
the material indicates that it should be downgraded or declassified,
the said possessing department or agency shall have power to
declassify or downgrade such material. If it appears probable
that amother department or agency may have a substantial interest
in vhethsr the classification of any particular informatiom should
be maintained, the possessing department or agency shall not
exercise the power conferred upon it by this subssction, except

" with the consent of the other dspartmemt or agemcy, until thirty
days after it has notified such other department or agsncy of the

nore
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nature of the material and of its intention to declassify or
downgrade the sams. During such thirty-day périod the other:
department or agency may, if it so desires; express its objsections
to declassifying or downgrading the particular material, but the
powsr to make the ultimate decision shall reside in the possessing
department or agency.

(e} Classified Telegrams: Such telegrams shall not be
referred to, extracted from, paraphrased, downgraded, declaslified,
or dissemipnated, except im accordance with special regulations
issued by the head of the originatimg department or agency.
Classified telegrams transmitted over oryptographic systems shall
be handled in ascordance with the regulations of the transmitting
department or agency.

(f) Downgrading: If the recipient of classified material
believes that it has been classified too highly, he may make a
request to the reviewing official who may downgrade or declassify
the material after obtaining the consent of the appropriate
classifying authority.

(g) Upgrading: If the recipient of unclassified material
believes that 1t should be classified,; or if the recipient of
classified material believes that its claswification im not
sufficiently protective, it ashall be safeguarded in accordance
with the classification desmed sppropriate and a request made to
the reviewing official, who may classify the material or upgrede

- the classification aftsr obtaining the consent of the appropriate
classifying authority.

(k) Notification of Changes im Classification: The reviewing
official taking action to daolaaaify, downgrade, or upgrade classified
material shall notify all addressees to whom the material was origimally
transmittedo

Bection 5. Marking of Classified Material: After & determination
of the proper defense clessification to be assigned has been mads in
avcordance with the provisions of this order, the classified material
shall be marked as follows:

(a) Bound Documents: The assigned defense classification on
bound documents, such as books or pamplilets, the pages of which
are permanently and securely fastened together, shall be conspicuocusly
marked or stamped on the outside of the front cover, on the title
page, on the first page, on the back page and on the cutside of the
back cover. In each case the markings shall be applied to the top
and bottom of the page or cover,

more
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{(b) Unbound Documsnts: The assigned defenss olassification
on unbound documente, such as letters, memoranda, reporte, telegrams,
and other similar documsnts, the pages of which ars not permansntly
and securely fastened together, shall be conspicucusly marked or
stamped at the top amd bottom of sach pags, in such mannsr that .the
marking will be clearly visible when the pages are clipped or
stapled together.

(o) Charts, Maps, and Drawings: Classified shartse, mapse,
and drawings shall carry the defenss classification marking under
the legend, title block, or scale in such wanner that it will be
reproduced on all copies made therefrom. Such classification
shall also be marked at the top and bottom in each instance.

(d) Photographe, Films snd Recordinge: Classified photographs,
films, and recordimgs, and their contaimers, shall be sonspicnously
and appropriately marked with the assigned defenss classification.

() Products or Substances: The assigned defense classification
shall be comspicuocusly marked om classified products or substances,
if possible, and om their contaimers, 1f possible, or, if the artiocle
or containsr canmot be marked, written notification of such classifica-
tion #hall be furnished to recipients of such products or substances.

() Reproductions: All copiss or reproductions of classified
material shall be appropriately marked or stamped in the same
manner ag the origimal thereof.

i _(8) Unclasgsified Matsrial: NOrmally, unclassified material
~ shall mot be marked or stamped Unclassified unless 1% is essential
to convey to & recipiemt of such material that it has been examined
specifically with a vievw to imposimg a defense classificatiom apd
bas been determimed mot to require such olasssification.

(R} Chapge or Remocval of Clagsification: Whenever classified
material is declaseiflsd, downgraded, or upgraded, the material
shall be marked or stamped im a prominent place to reflect the
change im classification, the authority for the action, the date of
astion, and the identity of the persom or usit taking the actionm,
In addition, the old classification markinmg shall be cancelled and
the new classification (1if any) substituted thersfor. Automatio
change in classification shall be indicated by the appropriste
claseifying authority through marking or stampimg in & promiment
placs to reflect information spscified im subsection b (a) hereof.

(1) Material Furmished Persons not in the Executive Branmch of
the Governmemt: Whem classified material affsctimg the natiopal
defense is furmished authorized persons, im or out of Federal service,

-

more
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other than thosme in the sxecutive branch, the following notation, im
addition to the assigned claseification mearkimg, shall whenever
practicable be placed on the material, on its container, or om the
written notification of its assigned classification:

"This material comtains information affecting the natiomal
defense of the United States withinm the meaning of the
espionags laws, Title 18, U.S.C., Secs, 793 and T94, the
trapamission or revelatiom of which in any manper to an
unauthorized persom is prohibitsd by law".

Use of alternative marking comcerning "Restricted Data” as defined by
the Atomic Emergy Act is authorized when appropriate.

Section 6, Custody and Safekeepimg: The possession or uss of
clagsified defense imformation or material shall be limited to locations
where facilities for secure storage or protectiom thereof are available
by means of which umauthorized persomns are prevented from gaining acceas
thereto, Whenever such information or material is not under the persomal
supervision of ite custodian, whether during or outside of working hours,
the following physical or mechanical means shall be taken to protect it:

(a) BStorage of Top Seoret Material:s Top Secret defense
material shall be protected im storage by the most seours facilities
possible, Normally it will be stored in & safe or a safe-type steel
file container having a thres-positiom, dial-type, combination lock,
end being of such weight, size, constructiom; or installation as to
minimize the possibility of surreptitious entry, phyesical theft,
damage by fire, or tampering. The head of a department or agency may
approve other storage facilities for this material which offer
comparable or better protectiom, such as an alarmed ares; a vault,

a mecurs vault-type room, or an area under close surveillance of an
armed guard.,

{b) Secret and Confidential Material: These categories of
defense matsrial may be stored in a mannsr authorized for Top Secrst
material, or in metal file cabinets eguipped with steel lockbar amd
an anproved three combimation dial-type padleck from which the
manufacturer's idemtification mumbers have beem obliterated, or im
comparably secure facilities approved by the head of the department
or &AZOnCY. ‘

(6) Other Classified Material: Heads of departuents amd
agencies shall prescribe such protective facilities as may be
Recassary in their departments or agencies for material origimating
under statutory provisioms requirimg protection of certaim iamformatiom.

more
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(d) Changes of Lock Combinationsy Combinations on Iocks of
safekeeping equipment shall be changed, only by persons having
appropriate security clearance, whenever such equipment is placed
in use after procurement from the manufacturer or other sources,
whenever a person knowing the combination is transferred from the
office to which the equipment is assigned, or whenever the
combination has been subjected to compromise, and at least once
every year. Knowledge of combinations shall be limited to the
minimum number. of persons necessary for operating purposes.
Records of combinations shall be classified no lower than the
Highest category of classified defense material authorized for
storage in the safekeeping equipment concerned.

{(e) Custodian's Responsibilitiess Custodians of classified
defense material shall be responsible for providing the best
possible protection and accountability for such material at all
times and particularly for securely locking classified material
in approved safekeeping equipment Whenever it is not in use or
under direct supervision of authorized employees, Custodians
shall follow procedures which insure that unauthorized persons
do-not gain access to classified defense information or material
by sight or sound, and c¢lassified information shall not be
discussed with or in the presence of unauthorized persons,

(f) Telephone Conversationsg Defense information classified
in the three categories under the provisions of this order shall
not be revealed in telephone conversations, except as may be
authorized under section 8 hereof with Tespeet to the transmission
of Secret and Confidential material over certain military
cammunications circuits.

(g) Loss or Subjection to Compromises Any person-in the
executive Pranch whe has knowledge of the loss or possible
subjection to compromise of classified defense information shall
promptly report the circumstances to a designated official of his
agency, and the latter shall take appropriate action forthwith,
including advice to the originating depariment or agency.

Section 7. Accountability and Disseminations Knowledge or
possession of classified defense information shali be permitted only
to persons whose official duties require such access in the interest
of promoting national defense and only if they have been determined
to be trustworthy. Proper control of dissemination ¢f classified
defense information shall be maintained at all times, including good
accountability records of classified defense information documents,
and severe limitation on the number of such documents, originated as

Approved For Release 2002/05/06 : CIA-RDP78-04718A001300110017-9
nore



Approved For Release 2002/05/06 : CIA-RDP78-04718A001300110017-9

-9 -

well as the mumber of copies thereof reproduced, The number of coples
of classified defense information documents shall be kept to a '
minimm to decrease the risk of compromise of the information contained
in such documents and the financial burden on the Govermnment in
protecting such documents, The following special rules shall be
observed in connection with accountability for and dissemination of
defense information or materials '

(a) Accountability Proceduress Heads of departments and
agencies shall prescribe such accountability procedures as are
necessary to control effectively the dissemination of classified
defense information, with particiularly severe control on
material classified Top Secrel under this ordeér. Top Secret
Control Officers shall be designated, as required, to receive,
‘maintain accountability registers of, and dispatch Top Secret
material.

(b) Dissemination Outside the Executive Branchs Classified
defense inTormation shall not be disseminated outside the executive
branch except under conditions and through channels authorized by
the head of the disseminating department or agency, even though
the person or agency to which dissemination of such information
is proposed to be made may have been solely or partly responsible
for its production.

(¢) Information Originating in Another Department or Agencys
Except as obherwise provided by section 102 ol the Wational
Security Act of July 26, 1947, c. 3L3, 61 Stat. L98, as amended
50 UsS.C. sec. 403, classified defense information originating in
another department or agency shall not be disseminated outside the
receiving department or agency without the consent of the

~originating department or agency. Documents and material containing
defense information which are c¢lassified Top Secret or Secret shall
not be reproduced without the consent of the originating department
or agencye

. Section 8. Transmissiong For transmission outside a department

or agency, classified defense material of theé three categories originated
under the provisions of this order shall be prepared and transmitted as
followse

(a) Preparation for Treansmissions ~Such material shall be
enclosed in opaque inner and outer covers, The immer cover shall
'be a sealed wrapper or ernvélope plainly marked with the assigned
classification and address. The outer cover shall be sealed and

nore
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addressed with no indication of the classification of its contents,
A receipt form shall be attached to or enclosed in the immer cover,
except that Confidential material shall require a receipt only if
the sender deems it necessary. The receipt form shall identify
the addressor, addressée, and the document, but shall contain no
classified information. It shall be signed by the proper recipient
and returned to the sender.

(b) Transmitting Top Secret Materials The transmission of
Top Secret material shall be effected preferably by direct contact
of officials concerned, or, alternatively, by specifically designated
personnel, by State Department diplomatic pouch, by a messenger-
courier system especially created for that purpose, or by electric
means in encrypted form; or in the case of information transmitted
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, such means of transmission
may be used as are currently approved by the Director, Federal
Bureau of Investigation, unless express reservation to the contrary
is made in exceptional cases by the originating agency-

(¢) Transmitting Secret Material: Secret material shall be
transmitted within the continental United States by one of the .
means established for Top Secret material, by an authorized courier, ‘
by United Statés registered mail, or by protected commercial express,
alr or surface, Secret material may be trancmifted outside the
continental limits of the United States by one of the means
established for Top Secret material, by commanders or masters of
vessels of United States registry, or by United States Post Office:
registered mail through Army, Navy, or 4ir Force postal facilities,
provided that the material does not at any time pass out of United
States Govermient control and does not pass through a foreign
postal system. Secret material may, however, be transmitted
between United States Government and/or Canadian Government
installations in continental United States, Canada and Alaska by
United States and Canadian registered mail with registered mail
receipte In an emergency, Secret material may also be transmitted
over military communications circuits in accordance with regulations
promulgated for such purpose by the Secretary of Defense.

(d) Transmitting Confidential Materisls Confidential defense’
material shall be transmitted within the United States by one of the
means established for higher classifications, by registered mail, or
by express or freight under such specific conditions as may be
prescribed by the head of the department or agency concerned., Outside
the continental United States, Confidential defense material shall be
trangmitted in the same manner as authorized for higher classifications.
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(e) Within an %gencxg Preparation of classified defense material
for transmission, and transmission of it, within a department or
agency shall be governed by regulations, issued by the head of the
department or agency, insuring a degree of security equivalent to that

" putlined above for transmission outside a department or agency.

Section 9. Disposal and Destructions Documentary record material
made or received by a department or agency in connection with transaction
of public business and preserved as evidence of the organization, functions,
policies, operations, decisions, procedures or other activities of any
department or agency of the Government, or because of the informational
value of the data contained therein, may be destroyed only in accordance
with the ‘aet of July 7, 1943, ce 192, 57 Stat, 380, as amended, Lk U.S.C.
366-380, Non-record classified material, consisting of extra copies and -
duplicates including shorthand notes, preliminary drafts, used carbon paper,
and other material of similar temporary nature, may be destroyed, under
procedures established by the head of the department or agency which meet
the following requirements, as soon as it has served its purpose

(a) Methods of Destructions Classified defense material shall
be destroyed by burning in the presence of an appropriate official or
by other methods authorized by the head of any agency provided the

" resulting destruction is equally complete,

(b) Records of Destructions MAppropriate accountability records
‘maintained in the department or agency shall reflect the destruction
of elassified defense material,

Section 10, Orientation and Inspectiong To promote the basic
purposes of this order, heads of those departments and agencies originating
or handling classified defense information shall designate experienced
persons to coordinate and supervise the activities applicable to their
departments or agencies under this order. Persons so designated shall

maintain active training and orientation programs for employees concerned

with classified defense information to impress each such employee with

his individual responsibility for exercising vigilance and care in complying
with the provisions of this order, Such persons shall be authorized on
behalf of the heads of the departments and agencies to establish adequate
and active inspection progrems to the end that the provisions of this order
are sdministered effectively,

Section 11, Interpretation of Regulations by the Attorney Generals
The Attorney General, upon request of the head ofzg'department or agency
or his duly designated representative, shall persconally or through
authorized representatives of the Department of Justice render an
interpretation of these regulations in connection with any problems arising
out of their administration. ’
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Section 12, Statutory Requirements: Nothing in this order shall be
construed to authorize the dissemination, handling or transmission of
classified information contrary to the provisions of any statute.

, Section 13. "Restricted Data® as Defined in the Atomic Inergy Act:
Nothing in this order shall supersede any requirements made by or under

the Atomic Energy Act of August 1, 1946, as amended. "Restricted Data" as -
defined by the said act shall be handled, protected, classified, downgraded,
and declassified in conformity with the provisions of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1946, as =smended, and the regulations of the Atomic Energy Commission.

Section 1. Combat Operationss The provisions of this order with
regard to dissemination, transmission, or safekeeping of classified
defense information or material may be so modified in connection with
combat or combat=related operations as the Secretary of Defense may by
regulations prescribe.

Section 15, Exceptional Casess When, in an exceptional case, a
person or agency not authorized to classify defense information
originates information which i1s believed to require classification,
such person or agency shall protect that information in the manner
prescribed by this order for that category of classified defense
information into which it is believed to fallg and shall transmit the
information forwith, under appropriate safeguards, to the department,
agency, or person having both the authority to classify information and
a direct official interest in the information (preferably, that department,
agency, or person to which the information would be transmitted in the
ordinary course of business), with a request that such department, agency,
or person classify the information.

Section 16. Review to Insure That Information is Not Improperly
Withheld Hereunders The President shall designabte a member of his staff
who shall receive, consider, and take action upon, suggestions or
complaints from non-Governmental sources relating to the operation of this
orders

Section 1 7. Review to Insure Safeguarding of Classified Defense
Informations .he Nationsl Security Council shall conduct a continuing
review of the implementation of this order to insure that classified
defense information is properly safeguarded, in conformity herewith.

Section 18, Review Within Departments and Agenciess The head
of each department and agency shall designate a member or members of his
staff who shall conduct a continuing review of the implementation of this

more
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'?rder wi?hin the department or agéncy concérned to ingure that no
information is withheld hereunder which %he people of the United States
have a right to know, and to insure that cls=sified defense information

is properly safeguarded in conformity herewith.

Section 19, Revocation of Executive Order Nos 10296- Executive
Order No. 10290 of September ZI, 1951 1s revoked as of the effective date

of this order,

Section 20, Effective Datey This order shall be .
on December 15, 19%3. all become effective

DWIGHT D, EISENHOWER

THE WHITE HOUSE,

November 5, 1953,
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Memorandum for the Heads of All Departments

and Agencies of the Govermment

The following departments and agencies of the executive
branch and their constituent agencies shall be subject to the -
limitations specified in section 2 of the Executive Order
efititled "Safeguarding Official Information in the Interests
of the Defense of the United States¥sg

A, Original Classification Authority Eliminateds

1.
2,

American Battle Monuments Commission
Arlington Memorial Amphitheater Commission
Commission of Fine Arts

Committee on Purchasés of Blind-Made Products
Committee for Re¢iprocity Information
Commodity Exchange Commission
Export-Import Bank of Washington

Federal Dep051t ‘Insurance Corporation
Federal Mediation and Concillatlon Service
Federal Reserve System

" Federal Trade Commlssion
. 'Housing and Home Finance Agency

Indian Claims Commission

Interstate Commerce Commission
Missouri Basin Survéy’Cdmmi§Sidﬁ"
National Capitol Housing ‘Authority
National Capital Park and Planning Commission
National Forést Reservation Commlission
Nationial Labor Relations Board
Naticnal Mediation Board

Railroad Retirsment Roard

Securities and Exchange Commission
Selective Service System

Smithsopian Instituticn

United States Tariff Commission
Veterans Administration

Veterang Education Appeals Board

War Claims Commission

ale
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1§1n Classification Authority Iimited. to
Hea of Agencys

1. Civil Aeronautics Board
2. Defense Transport Administration
3. Department of Agriculture N
L. Department of Health, Education and Welfare
5. Department of the Interior
6. Department of Labor
7o Federal Communications Commisaion -~
8. Federal Power Commission
9. National Science Foundation
10, National Security Training Commissiem --
11, Panama Canal Company i~
12, Post Office Department
13. Reconstruction Finance Corporation
1. -Renegotiation Board =~
15, Small Business Administration
16, Subversive Acitivities Control Board
17. Tennessee Valley Authority

C. Heads of departments and agencies not named herein
shall Iimit *he exerclse of classification authority
in accordance with section 2(c) of the order, '

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
THE WHITE HOUSE:

November 5, 1953

w0 2 -
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